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Russian Federation takes appropriate measures to establish the Pan-European Ecological Network in line with the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy, basing on its own rich historical, scientific, organisational traditions in territorial protection of nature.

The Russian Constitution recognises the fundamental human right for a favourable environment. New Federal Law “On Protection of the Environment” being in force since 10 January of 2002 consider favourable environment as such ensuring stable and sound functioning of natural ecological systems. This position substantially reinforced legal base for establishing ecological network.

Russian Government adopted the Ecological Doctrine of the Russian Federation 3 September 2002. This document undertakes i.e. the following tasks directly concerning the creation of the Ecological Network of Russian Federation:

· to develop the System of Special Protected Natural Areas (SPNA) and establish on the base of SPNA System and another natural areas The Natural Reserved Fund (Natural Lands Stock) as necessary condition of the sustainable development;

· to keep/restore the integrity of the natural ecological systems by preventing their fragmentation;

· to maintain biological and landscape diversity within used and urban areas.

SPNA play the crucial role in Ecological Network of Russia - RUSECONET. The Federal Low “On the Specially Protected Natural Areas” (1994) provides a lot of SPNA categories for protecting not only core areas, but all kinds of corridors and buffer zones too. The further RUSECONET development through implementing the conservation measures outside of SPNA is legally based on RF Red Data Book, RF Law “On The Animal World”, RF Forest, Land, Water and Mine legislations.

One of the main legal foundations of the territorial conservation in Russia is that every restriction of land use may be implemented only by consent of local authorities, all the land users and other stakeholders. So conservation agencies have to make their activities in a very flexible manner.

The Ministry of the Natural Resources of the Russian Federation implements the state policy of establishment of the Ecological Network in Russia. This is one of the main priorities of the Department of the Protected Areas.

The core of the RUSECONET methodology is a linkage between native biodiversity, natural heritage, and sustainable development. This position is most adequate for promoting conservation policy in our pragmatic world. The main object of the RUSECONET is the natural backbone – functionally integral complex of natural communities and areas keeping its ability for self-restoration due to its large size and ecological links between its components. The ultimate aim of the RUSECONET is to maintain/restore the natural backbone.

The study of the state of the natural communities and landscapes within 68 biogeographic regions of Russian territory as well as the analysis of the distribution of the SPNA between these bioregions show that natural communities and landscapes of the 67 bioregions from 68 ones are represented by relevant SPNA. There are many large natural tracts covered by virgin and slightly disturbed natural communities in Russia. These natural communities are connected not by linear ecological corridors, but through the natural landscape matrix. The nature of the regions with low landscape fragmentation are considered to be kept by the system of SPNA, taking into account the ecological linkages between them existing in fact. 

On the other hand the fragmentation of the natural landscapes within at least 50 administrative regions belonging to European Russia, Northern Caucasus and Southern Siberia is not low, but middle, high or crucial (Fig. 1). So we have to establish RUSECONET beginning from such regions.
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Fig. 1. Landscape fragmentation within the territory of the Russian Federation.

The component “Protected Areas” of the Global Environmental Facility (GEF) Project “Conservation of Biodiversity in Russian Federation” being managed by the Ministry of Natural Resources of the Russian Federation includes the development of the RUSECONET principles on the federal level and implementation of several model regional ecological networks within regions with crucial and high fragmentation of the natural landscapes.

The Ecological Network of the Central Russian plain (NGO programme “Heart of Russia”) is the most developed in Russia. Geoecology Institute Ltd. and Biodiversity Conservation Center (BCC) essentially advanced this programme (see Fig. 2) in 2000-2002 under GEF Project mentioned above. This GEF Project also provides for the design of the ecological networks in Volga-Ural region, Central Chernozem region and Mountain Altai. BCC in collaboration with regional conservation authorities and NGOs developed the design of the ecological networks of the Volga-Viatka region and the Lower Volga region. 

Currently, econet projects cover more than 20 administrative regions of the Russian Federation with crucial and high fragmentation of the natural landscapes. These projects include core areas and corridors well protected or managed now as well as those ones having to be objects of additional conservation measures. These conservation measures should not only concern new SPNA creation (there are more than 10 thousands SPNA in Russia) but primarily support essential qualities of the natural communities and areas being in use now. We have to develop innovative mechanisms taking into account special requirements for land use within ecological networks, for example a voluntary code of conduct for spatial planing or specific approach to the voluntary certification of the ecological management systems. BCC and RHS Associates Ltd. currently develop a relevant pilot project with the support of the UK Government.

WWF-Russia proceeds its long-term biodiversity conservation projects within ecoregions crucial for biodiversity conservation (The “Global 200” WWF Programme) - Far East, Altai-Sayany, South Ural, Caucasus, and several smaller ones. The natural landscapes still are not strongly fragmented within majority of these regions except Caucasus. So these projects are focused usually on core areas and slightly disturbed natural areas including and linking these core areas. In the context of the RUSECONET establishment WWF activity is complement to the works of another organisations within more disturbed regions.

The assessment of the forest landscapes of Northern and Eastern Russia achieved in 2001 by Global Watch Institute, Greenpeace Russia, Socio-Ecological Union International, and BCC plays the same role. This work is the first attempt at identifying boreal forest areas of minimal human disturbance using high-resolution satellite imagery that allows most forms of disturbance in the natural ecosystems to be directly identified. In such a manner the research group revealed Core Forest Areas within the Great Eurasian Natural Backbone from Karelia to Far East.
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Fig. 2 Ecological Network of the Central Russian plain.

Those are the results. Prior fields of actions for the next three years are clear but ambitious:

· further reinforcement of the RUSECONET legal base;

· development of the econet projects at least for 30 administrative regions with crucial, high or middle landscape fragmentation but still not involved in RUSECONET creation;

· revealing core areas and corridors being their owns of Pan-European importance

Regarding marine and coastal ecological networks perpetually weak we have to make especial attention to this problem.

